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CHAP, effect that th$/fl.eet which was being prepared there against
ir, ^. the Portuguese was now ready to sail under the command
A.D. of Coja 0asem and Cojambar, the latter of whom was a
1501 Moorish eunuch who had recently arrived from Mecca,
and >Kad come from, the Maldive Islands in a small boat
to/offer himself to the King of Calicut to take the Por-
tuguese fleet, having left at the Maldives two large ships
which he had brought, laden with great wealth, and
which he did not care to risk. The King strongly advised
da Gama to set sail before the Calicut fleet should arrive
to stop him ; but he disdained to fly from the enemy, and
assured His Majesty that the caravels he had with him
were quite able to give a good account of any fleet that
might come against him from Calicut; besides which he
had arranged to go to Cananor to take in ginger, and he
would be wanting in courtesy to the King of that place
if he failed to do so. He further urged that the reputa-
tion of the Portuguese for bravery would be lost for ever
if he thus ran away for fear of the Calicut fleet.

Vasco da Gama having been thus warned of the danger
that threatened him, sent a swift caravel to Cananor to
summon Vicente Sodre to join him with his fleet, and the
King of Cochin at the same time sent some Indian boats
along the coast to keep a look-out for the enemy's vessels.
It appears that the King of Calicut had spared no expense
in preparing his fleet for the destruction of the Portuguese
trade, and intended, as soon as he had routed their fleet,
to make war on Cochin, and drive the Portuguese from
thence. In order to spy out the condition of the Portu-
guese fleet, he sent a Brahman with a letter to Vasco da
Gama declaring that, although he had prepared a fleet fo^
his destruction, he would order them all to be dismantledl
if he would agree to terms of peace. Coje Beqiii, a Moojf
of Calicut, who was friendly to the Portuguese, being!
aware of the intentions of the Zamorin, contrived to send
and warn da Gama that the Brahman, whom he was sending
under pretext of offering friendship, was in reality but a